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sense of responsibility which quailed at the very
thought of acts of violence to which the opposing
party was prepared to resort with an easy conscience.

Undoubtedly Trotsky was right when he affirmed
that socialism could not be built up in one country
alone ; it was equally clear, however, that on the
basis of this pessimistic proclamation there was
nothing to be done in Russia as soon as the pro-
letariat of western Europe proved to be hopelessly
unequal to the situation. Revolution happens not
to be an article for export, and it became necessary
to endeavour to make the best of things in isolation
and surrounded by foes. Distrust of the revolu-
tionary will of the proletariat drove Russia to an
alliance with the capitalist States which naturally
was only to be purchased at the expense of extensive
capitulations and concessions. By 1935, I was able
to observe in national Mohammedan circles in
Morocco the extent to which the attitude of the
Soviet Union was driving the disappointed national-
ists of the colonial countries towards the Right.
No further trust was placed in a State which de-
nounced Italian aggression in Geneva, and at the
same time multiplied its friendly offices to Italy,
to which it calmly went on delivering grain and oil.
And worse was to follow : Italian aeroplanes over
Madrid were fed with Russian oil.
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